A NOTE ON THE ''KULAMALLAS''
was of pure descent on both sides (ubhayakula-parlsuddhar) and had the ability to bear the burden of the kingship (rajabharam-grahakka-samatthar). They went and told him that the kingdom had fallen into anarchy (rajyam-utsannamayadu) and requested him to come and rule over it. Then Hiranyavarma summoned the kulamallar (and consulted them).
It is not stated in the record what his question was, The subsequent sentence says that none of them were prepared to go (to the Paliava court). This negative answer of the kulamallar makes it evident that the king could have asked them only to oblige with the request of the deputation, Obviously he himself was unwilling to go with them.
Then he asked his four sons viz., Srimalla, Ranamalla, Sangramamalla and Pallavamalla, if any of them could go (and rule over the Paliava country). Of the four princes, the first three expressed their unwillingness individually and the youngest one, Pallavamalla a//as Paramesvara came forward to oblige. Subsequently he was anointed on the imperial throne at Kanchi in c. A, D. 731 with tha abhisheka name 'Nandivarman,' ,11.
Now to th3 significancs of thn term, Its context in the abDve label inscriptions makes possible the following inferences :
1.    On  occasions of  utmost importance the kulamallar were  immediately called for and consulted with.
2.    The immediate purpose of tha deputation from Kanchi   was to select a ruler who was of pure descent on both sides (both maternal and paternal) and had the ability to rule a kingdom that had plunged into anarchy.    Since Hiranyavarma asked kulamallar that if any of them   was willing to oblige with the request of the courtiers of Kanchi, it is  possible that the former were  also  of pure descent on both sides and as good as the king in polity
3.    The malla suffix added to the names of the sons, of Hiranyavarman may suggest that the kulamallar (i.e., the mallas of ths family) ware also princes of the royal family.   Furthermore, the priority given to the kulamallar by  Hiranyavarman who   briefed them even before consulting his own sons again points out the possibility that the kulamallar were  the  elder  members of the royal house,4
4. Thesuffi* ma/la occurs frequently in the titles of the Paliava kings in their epigraphs (fc, g.) Satrumalla, Mahama/Ja, Mamalla, Amitramalla, etc, As said earlier, the sons of Hiranyavarman also'had the suffix malla attached to their personal names. It is likely that the suffix had its own significance and the kulamalhr were probably members of the royal house of the Pallavas,
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